                                          The Armor of God

Thank You, Lord Jesus, that as we awaken this morning we come to praise You, we come to honor You, and we give You all the glory for blessing us with another day to reflect your glory. We are grateful that You have given us another day to worship your Name, the Name above all Name, the Name to which every knee should bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and declare that You are Lord.  Hallelujah.  

We praise You this morning, Lord, for breath, for strength, and most importantly for Your presence in our lives.  We live each day with the desire to please You and to bring glory to your Name, so that others will see You in us.  Praise God.  All glory to God.

We ask that You would open our spiritual ears once again, Almighty God, so that we may choose to hear your special voice, the special love language You share with each and every one of your children all day every day.  You are speaking constantly Father God, but are we able to hear You?  Do we choose to hear You?  We know, Lord, that this is a prayer we must continue to pray, for the noise of the chaos and evil in the world, Father God is so loud, we must keep it from drowning out the sounds of your love, your teachings, your wisdom, your joy, your miracles, your humor, your surprises, and so much more. 

Open our minds, Almighty God so that we may receive your eternal wisdom.  Fill us with your Spirit, Father God, so that we may recognize your leading and receive your guidance. Open our hearts, O God, so that we may be filled to overflowing with your wonderful love. All glory to God.

Father God, we are grateful for your care and your protection. Help us, Almighty God, to grow in our trust for You. O Lord, how blessed are we to have Your Spirit within us, Your Spirit who knows the plan for our lives.  How blessed are we, O God, that You are so willing and able and eager to lead us so we can stay aligned with your will, O God.  You tell us to trust in You with all our heart and lean not on our own understanding.  Sometimes, Lord, it is really hard to stay focused on You and your wisdom, in this crazy world in which people have the ability, at the touch of a button, to share evil around the world.

We pray to our Jehovah-Nissi, our God of Victory, that You will help us be victorious in this area of our lives, to shut out the chaos, to shut out the distractions, to shut out the voices of evil.  We pray that You will give us intense motivation, confidence, and patience to allow You to fight our battles, Lord, including those in the battlefield of our minds. 

Give us the ability, Almighty God, to focus on You and your armor. Help us, Lord, by faith, to put on the belt of truth.  Renew our minds to what is true.  Fill us with truth and expose the lies.  The truth about us O God is that we are your children, bought and paid for and nothing can separate us from your love. 

Encourage us O God, to choose to put on the breastplate of righteousness that can protect our hearts from sin, as we strengthen our commitment to doing what is right.  As we strive to live to honor and glorify You, O God, we pray that we would be known as those who do what is right regardless of what it costs us.  Allow the righteousness of Christ to shine through us today.

By faith, Almighty God, we put on the shoes of the Gospel of Peace.  Let us fit our feet with the Good News of peace, the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Encourage us, O God and give us the wherewithal to go wherever You ask of us and to be ready and eager to share the Good News with others at all times. 

We take up the shield of faith, Almighty God.  Our faith is in You and You alone. Apart from You, Almighty God, we can do nothing.  Help us O Lord to intensify our passion for You that will give us the confidence to step out in faith. Let your shield, O God, protect us against the enemy’s fiery darts of doubt, fear, lies, and deceit.  Keep reminding us, O God, that even in the hard times faith is a choice not a feeling.  Remind us, Father God, of all of the times we have stepped out in faith and how You came through for us.  We have all experienced times in our lives when You made a way when we thought there was no way.  Help us, O Lord, to feel that blessed assurance that You have no reason to let us down now. 

Father God, by faith we put on the helmet of salvation. Thank You Father for showing us how great your love is by sending Jesus to die for us while we were still sinners.  Father God, thank You for the precious gift of eternal life through Jesus our Lord.  Thank You, Father God that our helmet of salvation helps us to keep our focus on You, O God, and off of the enemy who wants to plague us with doubts, trying to get our focus off of You. We surrender our thoughts to You, Almighty God.  We choose to take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.

Grant us understanding, Father God, to realize the importance of the sword of the Spirit, your Word, O God.  Give us the patience and motivation to delve deeply into your Word, Father God.  Help us to understand, Father God, that we can read your Word and get information, but that it is your revelation that will bring about our transformation.  

Help us, Father God, to put aside the idols we have in our lives that draw our time and attention away from You and your Word.  Lord God, give us the self-control we need to meditate on your Word day and night, so that it pierces our hearts. 

We know from testimony after testimony that the disciples who do this are so blessed to have your Word become an integral part of who they are.  Father God, the disciples who live and breathe your Word are so blessed that as children of the most high God, You allow them to feel that amazing, indescribable feeling that only You, O God can give, as they make themselves  available to you, Lord, for You to use them in the lives of others in a very Godly and positive way.  We know, Father God, that having the knowledge of your Word in us gives us the confidence we need to speak with authority, as we are blessed to see lives changed for the better by You working through us.  Lord, what a special blessing that is to everyone involved.  Glory to God. 

So, Lord, we now go rejoicing that You have chosen us to represent You to this lost world.  May others see Jesus in us. May Satan and his hosts shudder as your power is manifest through us.  

All glory be to You Lord God.  In Jesus’ precious name we pray.  Amen




