                                      Relationship Building


Father God, we come to You this morning to give You all the praise, all the honor, and all the glory that You have given us breath in our lungs, strength in our bodies, and joy in our hearts to honor and glorify You.  Every day You bless us with new opportunities to grow in our relationship with You and for that we are forever grateful.  We come to You, Almighty God, this morning to surrender our intellect, to surrender our emotions, and to surrender our will.  Have your way in us today, Lord.  We praise your Name, the Name Above All Names.  There is none like You, Lord.  

We ask that you would open our spiritual ears today, Almighty God, so that we may hear your voice.  We ask that You would open our minds so that we may receive your eternal wisdom.  We ask that You would open our hearts so that we may receive your everlasting love, a special love that only You can give. 

We come to You this morning, Lord, to humbly admit we cannot handle all of our challenges on our own.  You tell us to come to when we are tired from carrying heavy loads and you will give us rest. We cast all of our cares, our concerns, and our burdens on You this morning, Lord.  

You tell us in your Word we are chosen, holy, and dearly loved.  You tell us that You made us and will care for us.  You will carry us along and save us.  We know from our experiences as well Lord, that You are our Great Promise Keeper, for we know over our lifetime You have kept every promise to us.  We come humbly before You this morning to say we are surrendering to You and depending on You, our Almighty God, to give us strength and to sustain us. 

We are trusting in You, Jesus, to do for us with your amazing power what You know we cannot do for ourselves.  Your power is greater that our every need.  Your power is greater than our every fear.  You have shown us over and over again, Father God how patient You are with us, as we so often scurry around trying to make sense of this chaotic world in our own strength, all the while being so blessed that we can return to You, our loving Father who awaits us with open arms and gives us strength, wisdom, courage, peace---whatever we need.

We pray, Father God, that You will continue to give us the motivation to build our spiritual muscle, as we come before You simply to be still and know that You are God.  Give us the desire and the patience to make the sacrifice of our time in order to sit and be still and listen for Your voice.   Father God, allow us to show You through that sacrifice of our time how much we care about building our relationship with You. 

Almighty God, reinforce in us our awareness that as in any relationship we may have, there must be some give and take, but especially in this one.  Help us O God to live each day remembering how unfathomably good You are to us, and how important it is for us to give more of ourselves to You even when we are dealing with difficult situations.  As big as You are Lord, as the One who created and sustains the universe, You ask so little of us compared to the blessings with which You have showered us over our lifetime and into today.

You tell us to seek You with all of our hearts.  Lord, we are seeking You now as we celebrate the faithful, personal, loving God You are.  Thank You for giving us the opportunity for a fresh start every day.  We are so grateful to You that You are not the God of second chances.  You are the God of many chances.  We bring You heartfelt gratitude Father God that You grant us new mercies every morning.

Give us the awareness and desire Father God to not take advantage of your wonderful mercy, your grace, your kindness, your love, and so much more that You offer us each and every day.  Help us throughout our day to remember to let words filled with love and gratitude pour forth from our lips and our hearts.  Remind us Lord and give us the confidence to tell others who may not know You yet, about your goodness and the strength and support and love You shower us with every day.  Let the light of your glory, reflect on us and radiate from us as we go about our day.

Praise God.  All glory to You God.  In Jesus’ precious name we pray. Amen
